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Braking Requirements for Trailers 

The Road Traffic (Construction & Use of Motor Vehicles) Amendment Ordinance, 1971 (as amended)  

& The Road traffic (Construction & Use of Motor Vehicle) Ordinance, 2002 (as amended)

 

*Braking system conforming to the requirements of The Road Traffic (Construction & Use of Motor Vehicles) Amendment Ordinance, 1971 

Is the vehicle towing a single or multiple trailers?

Single

Is the trailer in excess of 750kg maximum gross weight or does it's laden weight exceed 
half the kerbside weight of the towing vehicle?

Yes

Is it an agricultural trailer with a laden weight that does not exceed 4 tons being drawn by an 
agricultural tractor?

Yes

No trailer brakes  
required

No

Is the trailer fitted with an efficient braking 
system that applies to all wheels of the trailer 

& has a parking brake*?

Yes

No permit required to 
exempt from braking 

requirements of the Law

No

Are you able to provide evidence that the 
laden unbraked trailer falls within the safe 

towing limits of the drawing vehicle?

Yes

Permit granted up to safe towing 
limits of vehicle and trailer

(3 year maximum)

No

Permit refused

No

No brakes are required (laden 
weight of trailer must fall within 
safe towing limits of the drawing 

vehicle & appropriate driving 
licence category held)

Multiple

Permits issued in exceptional 
circumstances
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