
Passports with validity over 10 years 

Since 2001, some adult British passports were issued with a validity longer than 10 years. This is 

because if you renewed your passport before it expired you were allowed to have the time left on 

your old passport added to your new passport. The maximum validity period possible was 10 years 

and 9 months. This means that you cannot rely on using the expiry date to check if your adult passport 

will be valid under the new Schengen* Border Rules (see list of countries below). 

From 10 September 2018 extra validity was no longer added to British passports and the maximum 

validity for a new adult British passport became 10 years, and for a child passport it was 5 years. This 

change was made to follow recommendations set out by the International Civil Aviation Organisation 

and to help provide clarity about passport validity in the future. 

The example below is of a local Guernsey variant British Passport that was issued for longer than 10 

years:- 

 

 

In order to enter a Schengen country the above passport requires 3 months validity after the date they 

are scheduled to leave the Schengen area.  

In the above example the passport is therefore only valid for travel into Schengen countries for 9 years 

and 9 months from its original issue date. The passport above therefore expires on 15/12/2025 (10 

years after its issue date) and as such can only be used to enter a Schengen country if the persons 

return date back into the UK & Islands is before 15/09/2025. 

 

 

 

 

 



*List of Schengen countries 

• Austria 

• Belgium 

• Croatia 

• Czech Republic 

• Denmark 

• Estonia 

• Finland 

• France 

• Germany 

• Greece 

• Hungary 

• Iceland 

• Italy 

• Latvia 

• Liechtenstein 

• Lithuania 

• Luxembourg 

• Malta 

• Netherlands 

• Norway 

• Poland 

• Portugal 

• Slovakia 

• Slovenia 

• Spain 

• Sweden 

• Switzerland 

 

 


