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Date of Vote: 27" March, 2014

Billet d’Etat: V of 2014

Article: 3)

Department/Committee: States Assembly and Constitution Committee
Subject: Remote Attendance at Meetings of

Committees of the States

Propositions: 1-3

1. That “The Rules relating to the Constitution and Operation of States Departments and
Committees”” be amended with immediate effect as follows:

a) After Rule 12 a new Rule 12A be inserted as follows:

“Convening of Meetings
12A A meeting of the Policy Council, a Department or a Committee, or a Sub-

Committee of any of the aforementioned, as the case may be, shall be
convened for a specific time, date and place. The person chairing the meeting
shall be present at that place.”

b) In Rule 13, after paragraph (5) insert:
“(6) Excepting the Policy Council, if a member of a Department or a Committee of

(7)

(8)

)

the States, as the case may be, who has obtained the prior permission of the
person who will preside at the meeting, is, by telephone, live television link or
any other means of telecommunications, in communication with the other
members so that each member can hear or read what is said or communicated
by each of the others, each member so participating is deemed (subject to
paragraph (9) below) to be present at the meeting with the other members who
are present or so participating for all purposes including the quorum and
voting.

It shall be at the absolute discretion of the person who will preside at the
meeting to decide whether or not to agree to the request and in so deciding the
person presiding may take into account any factors whatsoever which are
considered relevant.

A member shall not be permitted to attend from a remote location by telephone
if another member has been given permission to attend that same meeting by
an audiovisual link or vice versa.

In the event that the link fails or is corrupted or confidentiality is
compromised, the person presiding at the meeting shall have discretion at any



2014/11

point during the meeting to determine that a member who is in a remote
location can no longer be regarded as in attendance.

(10) Paragraphs 13(6) to (9) of this Rule apply to meetings of Sub-Committees of
any Department or Committee of the States constituted under the terms of
Rules 16 or 164.”

2. That States’ Departments and Committees be required to distinguish in their bi-annual
returns of Members’ attendance at meetings not only between attendance at all or part of
a meeting but also to indicate whether such attendance was “physical” or from a remote
location.

3. That any costs incurred in setting up and making the communications required for

remote attendance at meetings of States’ Departments and Committees under the terms
of Rule 13(6) be treated as General Revenue expenditure.
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